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This paper was originally published in English, “A Missio-relational Reading of Mark,” By
Enoch Wan & Narry Santos, Occasional Bulletin, Vol. 24, No. 2, Spring 2011:1-17.
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"® Some scholars dispute the present writer's contention that the disciples are Jesus' allies in light of Mark's
seemingly "harsh" portrayal of them. These scholars tend to dwell largely on the disciples' negative side with the
result that their cumulative picture of the disciples is as follows: “dull-witted, ignorant, incomprehensively blind,
lacking in faith, afraid of Jesus, self-seeking, obtuse, recalcitrant, obdurate, obstinate, deaf, wanting in
understanding, and unable to withstand adversity” (Bertram Lloyd Melbourne, Slow to Understand: The Disciples
in Synoptic Perspective [New York: University Press of America, 1988], xi), a view also seen in the works of
Achtemeier, Mark; Kelber, Mark's Story of Jesus; Schweizer, Mark; Joseph Tyson, "The Blindness of the
Disciples in Mark," JBL 80 (1961): 261-68; Theodore J. Weeden, Mark: Traditions in Conflict (Philadelphia:
Fortress, 1971). Kelber even identified them "as Jesus’ opponents" (Kelber, Mark's Story of Jesus, 36-42); and
Weeden describes them "as complete failures in their attempt at discipleship" (Weeden, Traditions in Conflict, 26-
51, 162-63). However, the present writer sees a need to explore the disciples’ positive side (along with the
negative side) in order to gain a balanced, comprehensive understanding of the Marcan picture. Inclusion of the
disciples' assets provides a balancing factor to the tendency to dwell on their liabilities.

"7 See Melbourne, Slow to Understand, 42-49.
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