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Reverend Thomas Wang

October 14, 1925 - January 4, 2018
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In Loving Memory of Rev. Thomas Wang

10:00 am, Friday, January 12, 2018
Mandarin Baptist Church of Los Angeles, Alhambra, CA

Officiator: Rev. Peter Chung Interpreter: Rev. Alan Chan

Organist: Mr. Tony Ha Choir Director: Mr. Paul Lee
Call to Worship Rev. Peter Chung
Hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” Congregation
Invocation Rev. Edwin Su
Scripture Reading 1 Peter 1:3-6; 2 Timothy 4:6-8 Rev. David Chi
Eulogy Rev. Samuel Chan
Video Presentation “A Debtor Paying His Debts”
Tributes Deacon David Tam, Rev. Morson Chiu, Rev. B. C. Feng,

Rev. Luke Zhang, Ms. Lang Yun (Tinya Wang)

Special Music “Higher Ground Medley” MBCLA Choir
Message “Finishing Well” Rev. Morley Lee

Appreciation from the Family Mrs. Rachel Wang, Mr. Jerome Wang

Hymn “For All the Saints” Congregation
Benediction Rev. Peter Lai
The Parting View Cello Solo: Rev. Alex Luen Congregation

Burial will follow at the Rose Hills Memorial Park,
3888 Workman Mill Rd, Whittier, CA 90601.
Honorable Pallbearers: Samuel Chan, Morson Chiu, Simon Chou,
Morley Lee, Che-bin Tan, Peter Trinh, Michael Wu, Manchild Yu

Seminarian Pallbearers: Joshua Che, Paul Cui, Jun Fu, Zachary Li,
David Shan, Patrick Wang, William Xiang, Fisher Xiong
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past

1.

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.

Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood, Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Bears all its sons away;
They fly, forgotten, as a dream Dies at the op’ning day.

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last, And our eternal home.
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1 Peter 1:3-6

’ Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, *and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is
kept in heaven for you, >who through faith are shielded by God’s
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed
in the last time. °In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a
little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.

2 Timothy 4:6-8

®For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the
time of my departure has come. "I have fought the good fight, 1
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. * Henceforth there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me
but also to all who have loved his appearing.
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For All the Saints

1. For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who Thee by faith before the world confessed;
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.

Alleluia, Alleluial

2. Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

3. O blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

4. And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia, Alleluial

5. From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of peatl streams in the countless host,
In praise of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
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Brief Sketch of the Ministry of Rev. Thomas Wang

Rev Thomas Wang, a Pekinese from China, worshipped in his
childhood with his mother in a church led by Pastor Wang Ming Dao.
At age 11, he accepted Christ at a gospel meeting conducted by Dr
John Sung. During the transition of Chinese political powers, the
family moved to Hong Kong in 1949, then to Taipei the next year. In
1953, Rev Wang served in a Methodist church, but went to Tainan in
1955 where he planted the Tainan Methodist Church while attending
the Tainan Seminary. In 1957, in an itinerary preaching trip through
Europe, he accepted a mission ‘to be zealous for his own Chinese
people.” That became his life-long goal of service. His whole family
migrated to the US in 1958, and he entered the Central Biblical
Seminary the following year.

In 1961, Rev Wang founded the Chinese Christian Mission in Detroit
and initiated the publication of the CCM Monthly which is still one of
the favorite magazines of worldwide Chinese Christians. In the 60s
and 70s, he often organized gospel teams and “Chinese Sacred Music
Choirs” to spread the gospel all over the nation. He also led many
gospel meeting, revival and spiritual enrichment meetings. CCM
headquarters moved to Petaluma, California in 1972 where their
ministry expanded swiftly with concurrent increase of number of co-
workers.

The 1st Lausanne Congress was held in Lausanne, Switzerland in
1974. The 70+ Chinese delegations were moved by the Spirit to
organize a global evangelization gathering for the Chinese Christians.
Rev Wang was elected to be the General Secretary of the congress.
The 1st Chinese Congress of World Evangelization was held in Hong
Kong in 1976. After the congress, the Chinese Christian Centre of
World Evangelism was established and Rev Wang was appointed the
first General Secretary.

After two five-year terms of service at CCCOWE, Rev Wang was
asked to be the International Director of the Lausanne Movement
(LCWE) and the General Secretary of the 2nd Lausanne Congress in
Manila, in charge of organizing it. The congress was held in July,
1989 in Manila, the Philippines. Following the successful congress,
Rev Wang moved on to promote actively the AD2000 and Beyond
Movement.

That same year, Rev Wang felt that the Chinese in North America
needed solid theology and mission training. Along with Revs Fred



Cheung and Eddie Lo, they founded Great Commission Theological
Seminary. Three years later with the breakup of Soviet Union and
drastic changes in Eastern Europe, there was much opportunity for
mission. The GCTS morphed into Great Commission Center
International aggressively promoting world mission. In 20 years
GCCI had developed over a dozen mission fields, as well as assisting
mission ministries to minority people groups, Muslims and Jews.

Feeling that the American society was drifting further away from the
One true God, Rev Wang in 2006 started a movement to call
Americans return to God, supporting traditional marriage, rejecting
homosexuality, professing the inerrancy of the Bible, etc. The effort
eventually birthed the “America Return to God Prayer Movement.”

Rev Wang retired from GCCI presidency to be its President Emeritus
in 2008 and take up the position of a consigned missionary,
promoting world missions allover. In 2013, he was touched by the
situation of the Roma (the so-called Gypsies) in Eastern Europe, still
steeped in superstition and very much outcast of the society. Despite
his age of approaching 90, he visited them and continued to plead
among Chinese and, indeed, all churches to care about the holistic
needs of the Roma.

A skilled and prolific writer, proficient in both Chinese and English,
Rev Wang had published dozens of well-regarded books and
booklets. And his writings regularly appeared in Great Commission
(Chinese version) and Great Commission News.

Rev Wang had a very generous and broadminded outlook. After he
developed a mission field and established the strategic position, he
would seek out some church (or mission agency) that has the vision
and burden and transferred the mission field over to them. He himself
would go on pioneering new fields, thus, engaging more people into
missions.

In 1962, Rev Wang married Rachel Chang. Jerome is their only child
who is married to Joanna and has one son, Marcus.

Dear "Shiou Jiou Jiou" ®... resting well; and please keep cheering us
on, till we all reach that golden shore, and seeing each other in
Fathet's House for eternity!

Love,
SungSung (Paul) & YenPing (Rebecca)
Caleb/Emily & Lucas/Joy/Naomi/Leona
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Faith of Our Fathers
1. Faith of our fathers, living still,
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In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword;
Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
Whene’er we hear that glorious Word!

Refrain: Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to thee till death.

2. Odur fathers, chained in prisons dark,
Were still in heart and conscience free;
How sweet would be their children’s fate,
If they, like them, could die for thee!

3. Faith of our fathers, we will love
Both friend and foe in all our strife;

And preach thee, too, as love knows how
By kindly words and virtuous life.
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Nearer My God to Thee

1. Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee;
E’en though it be a cross That raiseth me,
Still all my song shall be Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.

2. Though, like a wanderer, The sun gone down,
Darkness comes over me, My rest a stone;
Yet in my dreams I’d be Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.

3. There let me see the sight, An open heaven;
All that Thou sendest me, In mercy given;
Angels to beckon me Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.

4. 'Then, with my waking thoughts Bright with Thy praise,
Out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise,
So by my woes to be Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.
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1 John 3:1-3

' See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should
be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the
world does not know us is that it did not know him. * Beloved, we
are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared,;
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because
we shall see him as he is. > And everyone who thus hopes in him
purifies himself as he is pure.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

" But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those
who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no
hope. " For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen
asleep. "” For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will
not precede those who have fallen asleep. ' For the Lord himself
will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first. " Then we who are alive, who are
left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lotd in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. '* Therefore
encourage one another with these words.
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It is a shock to hear that our friend and mentor Thomas Wang has gone
to be with the Lord. I thought that he might challenge us forever,
Thomas didn't seem to have the limitations on energy and stamina that
many of us face. One doesn't often have the honor and privilege of
working with true giants. These are men who stand out for their vision
and dedication. Men who see possibilities for ministry that so many of
us miss. Thomas was one such man. Giants like Thomas Wang are not
just visionaries but have the stamina and dedication to trust God to
enable the realization of their vision and dreams. Thomas was a friend,
example and inspiration to me. We who are committed to Kingdom
causes will miss his spirit, energy and drive. We extend to Rachael, and
the rest of the family our heartfelt condolences. Those of us who are
committed to Kingdom causes will miss him greatly.

Your friend and fellow Pilgrim ...
Paul McKaughan
Former Associate International Director of Lausanne Movement

What a surprising
and sad news! Thomas
Wang was certainly one £~
of the few great Asian
church leaders in the
20th an 21st C.
Thomas brings me lots
of memory of working
together in the Asian
LLausanne Movement
(ALCOE), Evangelical
Fellowship of Asian
(EFA), and the AD 2000 and Beyond Movement.

His contributions of founding the CCCOWE movement in Hong
Kong and of the Great Commission Center International have greatly
promoted the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ within the
Chinese Church in Asia and around the world. Thank God, for He is
working among the Chinese churches around the world.

A close Korean friend in the Lord,
Bong Rin Ro, Th.D.
President, Asia Graduate School of Theology-Pacific
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