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Rev. Thomas Wang, born in Beijing in 1925,
worshipped in his childhood with his mother in a church
led by Pastor Wang Ming Dao. At age 11, he accepted
Christ at a gospel meeting conducted by Dr. John Sung.
During the transition of Chinese political powers, the
family moved to Hong Kong in 1949, then to Taipei
the next year. In 1953, Rev. Wang served in Taipei
Methodist church, but went to Tainan in 1955 where he
planted the Tainan Methodist Church while attending the
Tainan Seminary. In 1957, in an itinerary preaching trip
through Europe, he accepted a mission ‘to be zealous
for his own Chinese people’. That became his life-long
goal of service. His whole family migrated to the US in
1958, and he entered the Central Biblical Seminary the
following year.

In 1961, Rev. Wang founded the Chinese Christian
Mission in Detroit and initiated the publication of
the CCM Monthly which is still one of the favorite
magazines of worldwide Chinese Christians. In the 60s
and 70s, he often organized gospel teams and “Chinese
Sacred Music Choirs” to spread the gospel all over the
nation. He also led many gospel meetings, revival and
spiritual enrichment meetings. CCM headquarters moved
to Petaluma, California in 1972 where their ministry
expanded swiftly with concurrent increase of number of
co-workers.

The 1st Lausanne Congress was held in Lausanne,
Switzerland in 1974. The 70+ Chinese delegations were
moved by the Spirit to organize a global evangelization
gathering for the Chinese Christians. Rev. Wang was
elected to be the General Secretary of the Congress.
The 1st Chinese Congress on World Evangelization was
held in Hong Kong in 1976. After the Congress, the
Chinese Coordination Centre of World Evangelization
was established and Rev. Wang was appointed the first
General Secretary.

After two five-year terms of service at CCCOWE,
Rev. Wang was asked to be the International Director
of the Lausanne movement (LCWE) and the Congress
Director of the 2nd Lausanne Congress in Manila.
The Congress was held in July 1989 in Manila, the
Philippines. Following the successful Congress, Rev
Wang moved on to promote actively the AD2000 and
Beyond Movement.

O

That same year, Rev. Wang felt that the Chinese
in North America needed solid theology and mission
training. Along with Revs. Fred Cheung and Eddie Lo,
they founded Great Commission Theological Seminary.
Three years later with the breakup of Soviet Union and
drastic changes in Eastern Europe, there was much
opportunity for mission. The GCTS morphed into Great
Commission Center International aggressively promoting
world mission among Chinese churches. In 20 years
GCCI had developed over a dozen mission fields, as well
as assisting mission ministries to minority people groups,
Muslims and Jews.

Feeling that the American society was drifting further
away from the One true God, Rev. Wang in 2006 started
a movement to call Americans return to God, supporting
traditional marriage, rejecting homosexuality, professing
the inerrancy of the Bible, etc. The effort eventually
birthed the “America Return to God Prayer Movement.”

Rev. Wang retired from GCCI presidency to be its
President Emeritus in 2008 and take up the position
of a consigned missionary, promoting world missions
allover. In 2013, he was touched by the situation of the
Roma people (the so-called Gypsies) in Eastern Europe,
still steeped in superstition and very much outcast of the
society. Despite his age of approaching 90, he visited
them and continued to plead among Chinese and, indeed,
all churches to care about the holistic needs of the Roma
people.

A skilled and prolific writer, proficient in both Chinese
and English, Rev. Wang had published dozens of well-
regarded books and booklets. And his writings regularly
appeared in Great Commission (Chinese version) and
Great Commission News.

Rev. Wang had a very generous and broadminded
outlook. After he developed a mission field and
established the strategic position, he would seek out
some church (or mission agency) that has the vision and
burden and transferred the mission field over to them.
He himself would go on pioneering new fields, thus,
engaging more people into missions.

In 1962, Rev. Wang married Rachel Chang. Jerome is
their only child who is married to Joanna Li in 2001 and
has one son, named Marcus.
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