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My Dearest Daddy

By Chariss Leung (February 19, 2022)

Today is a very hard day, however we are here to celebrate the beautiful life of my dad

and I want to take the time to remember and honor the person he was.

Dads are someone to look up to, someone to protect and guide us, someone to learn from
and respect, someone to listen and talk to, but most of all, someone to share everything life has to
offer with. I am so grateful and happy that I can stand here and tell you that I have had all this

and so much more with my dad.



My dad was a wonderful father. He was so intelligent and
always had a solution for everything. Whether it be fixing things
around the house, or helping me with my school projects, he always
found a way to be super creative and skillful. There wasn’t a moment
where he ever gave up until he found an answer. Despite his busy
schedule with work and travelling to other countries regularly for his
ministries, he always made time for family. He never missed a single

school event of mine, all my band concerts, musicals, science fairs and

competitions; he made sure he was there to support me. I remember
specifically, him moving his flight dates after the deadline had passed already, to make sure he
could attend my college graduation. This is just one example out of many others, where he
prioritized every single milestone in my life, whether it be big or small, and that is something

that means so much to me.

He was also an amazing husband to my mom, and I have had the privilege of growing up
to, and witnessing a strong, loving marriage. He was always so patient, joyful and thoughtful in

every circumstance. The way he loved our family demonstrated the unconditional love of God.

He wasn’t just an incredible father and husband though, he wanted to give back and serve
God by dedicating his time to helping others. Before Covid, I remember us always having
different guests at our house, because it brought joy to my dad and mom to be able to use our
home to spread God’s love. My dad was a great mentor to many people, including myself. The
conversations we’ve had, and the advice he gave me in life did not only come from the
perspective of a father, but also as a friend. We called ourselves a pair, because that’s what we

were. We had so many inside jokes and fun talks that [ will miss.




My dad was an adventurous guy, as [’'m sure many of you know. He loved to go hiking,
camping, travelling and just experiencing the world. I’'m so grateful that he gave me the
opportunity to go with him to so many different countries. The amount of cultural and life
experience I’ve gained though these trips, is immeasurable. Through our travels together, he
pushed me out of my comfort zone in the best ways, encouraged me through any fears I had, and
was always there to pick me up when I fell down. I thank God that I got to go on all these

adventures with him.

My dad loved photography as well, and he was amazing at it too. Today I look back at all
the photos he took, and I’'m so thankful that he captured all of those memories. There were so
many times [ got cranky because I didn’t want to get my picture taken, but I’'m glad he did now

because I get to revisit all the chapters in our lives again and again through these images.




Daddy, I cherish all the memories I had with you. You taught me no matter what I do in
life, as long as I love God, have integrity, and do my very best, that’s all that matters. I miss your
humor, your courage, your generosity and your kindness, but they will not be forgotten by
anyone. Thank you for building me up to the person that I am today. Even though you are no
longer here with us, I will forever remember you as the most incredible dad, because your life
was a blessing to me and everyone around you. I love you, and look forward to the day we will

meet again.
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